Appl. No. 10/629,680 

Response to Office Action of April 6, 2007 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) An adaptive method for obtaining representative 
text items from a plurality of text items in an active computer task b e ing acc e ss e d by a 
us e r on a data proc e ss i ng syst e m, e ach of th e plura li ty of t e xt i t e ms having a plura l ity of 
attr i but e s , the method comprising th e machin e- ex e cut e d st e ps of : 

receiving information r ol atod to tho plura l ity of toxt itoms in the indicative of the 
active computer tas k bo i nq accoss o d by tho uso r . the information including v 
— for oach of the plurality of text items and at least one stylistic attribute associated 
with at least one text item in the plurality of text items i n th e act i v e task b ei ng 
acc e ss e d by th e us e r, id e nt i fy i ng e ach of th e p l ura l ity of attribut e s bas e d on th e 
r e ceived i nformat i on r e lat e d to th e p l urality of t e xt i t e ms ; 

computing a statistical value indicative of a number of occurrences of the at least 
one stylistic attribute in the active computer task; 

for each of the plurality of text items in tho act i vo task b o ing accossod by tho 
user, assigning a weight to oach of tho plura li ty of attr i butes, whoroin at le ast two of 
tho p l ura l ity of attr i but e s ar c ass i gned diff e r e nt w o ights based on the statistical value 
and the at least one stylistic attribute ; 

— for e ach of th e p l ural i ty of t e xt items i n th e act i v e task b ei ng acc e ss e d by th e 
us e r, ca l culating an accumulat e d w e ight by accumu l ating th e w e ight ass i gned to 
oach of tho p l ural i ty of attr i but e s; 

ranking the plurality of text items i n th e activ e task b e ing access e d by th e user 
based on the accumu l atod weight of -assiqned to each of the plurality of text items; 
and 

generating the representative text items based on a result of the ranking step; 
wherein the active computer task is a task other than entering search terms for 
the purpose of retrieving information. 
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Claim 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one stylistic attribute plura li ty of attributes includes at least one of font style, line 
height, font size and associated hyperlin k , and l ocat i on of th o toxt i t e m . 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein a-the 
weight assigned to a-wor dat least one of the plurality of text items is increased in 
response to the wofd -text item being located in a specific region of the active 
computer task . 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the 
specific region is an act i vo window being viewed by a user or a region of the active 
computer task that is selected by the user. 

Claim 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further 
comprising f orming a plurality of search terms based on a-the result of the ranking 
step. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) A data processing system for obtaining 
representative text items from a plurality of text items in an active computer task 
be i ng accoss o d by a user on a data procossing system, each of tho p l ura li ty of toxt 
items having a p l ura l ity of attr i butes , the system comprising: 

a data processor for processing data; 

a data storage device for storing instructions; and 

a data transmission path coupled to the data processor and the data storage 
device; 

wherein the instructions, when executed by the data processor, controls the data 
processing system to perform the machine-implemented steps of: 

receiving information r e lated to tho plural i ty of text i t e ms in indicative of 
the active computer t ask , the information including being accossod by the us e r; 

for oach of the plurality of text items and at least one stylistic attribute 

associated with at least one text item in the plurality of text items in tho activo task 
boing accossod by tho user, identifying oach of tho p l ura l ity of attr i but e s bas e d on 
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tho roco i vod i nformat i on ; 

computing a statistical value indicative of a number of occurrences of the 

at least one stylistic attribute in the active computer task; 

for each of the plurality of text items i n tho activ e task bo i ng acc o ssod by 
tho user , assigning a weight t o each of tho plura l ity of attr i butes, whoro i n at l oast two 
nf thn plum l ity nf attributes aro assigned different weights based on the statistical 
value and the at least one stylistic attribute ; 

for o ach of tho p l urality of toxt items in tho act i vo task boing accossod by 
tho usor, ca l cu l at i ng an accumu l atod we i ght by accumulating tho weight ass i gn e d to 
oach of tho p l urality of attr i butes; 

ranking the plurality of text items in th o active task boing accoss o d by the 
user-based on the accumu l atod w eight ef -assigned to each of the plurality of 
texte text items : and 

generating the representative text items based on a result of the ranking 

step; 

wherein the active computer t ask is a task other than entering search 
terms for the purpose of retrieving information. 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein the at least one 
stylistic attribute plural i ty of attributes includes at least one of font style, line height, 
font size and associated hyperlin k , and location of tho toxt i t e m . 

Claim 8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 further comprising 
forming a plurality of search terms based on a-the result of the ranking step. 

Claim 9. (Currently Amended) A ten§ifele-machine-readable medium bearing 
instructions for obtaining representative text items from a plurality of text items in an 
active computer t ask bo i ng accoss o d by a usor on a data procoss i ng syst e m, e ach 
of tho p l ura l ity of toxt itoms having a plurality of attributes , the instructions upon 
execution by a data processing system causing the data processing system to 
perform the steps of: 
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receiving information r el at e d to th e plurality of t e xt i tems i n indicative of t he active 
computer task , the information including boinq acc o ss o d bvth o us o r: 
— for e ach of the plurality of text items and at least one stylistic attribute associated 
with at least one text item in the plurality of text items in th e act i v e task being 
acc e ss e d by th e user, id e nt i fy i ng each of tho plura l ity of attributes basod on tho 
r e c ei v e d i nformation ; 

computing a statistical value indicative of a number of occurrences of the at least 
one stylistic attribute in the active computer task; 

for each of the plurality of text items i n th e act i v e task being accossod by tho 
usef, assigning a weight to e ach of th e plural i ty of attribut e s, wher ei n at l e ast two of 
the plura li ty of attr i but e s are assign e d diff e r e nt w ei ghts based on the statistical value 
and the at least one stylistic attribute ; 

for ea ch of th e p l ura li ty of t e xt i t e ms i n th e act i v e task b ei ng a cc e ss e d by th e 
us e r, calcu l ating an accumu l at e d w ei ght by accumulat i ng th e w e ight ass i gn e d to 
e ach of th e p l ura l ity of attr i but e s; 

ranking the plurality of text items in the act i v e task b ei ng acc e ss e d by th e us e r 
based on the accumu l at o d w eight of -assigned to each of the plurality of textstext 
items ; and 

generating the representative text items based on the ranking of the plurality of 
text items; 

wherein the active computer task is a task other than entering search terms for 
the purpose of retrieving information. 

Claim 10--29. (Cancelled) 

Claim 30 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 1 further including the 
step of determining properties of the active computer task; 

wherein the assigned weight is tunable based on the properties of the active 

task. 
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Claim 31 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 30, wherein the properties 
of the active task include at lease one of application software being employed to 
perform the active computer task, a type of the active computer task, a genre of the 
active computer task, attributes relates to a user manipulating the active task, 
properties of an information source of which a search will be conducted, and a state 
of the active computer task. 

Claim 32 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 6, wherein: 

the instructions, when executed by the data processor, further control the data 

processing system to determine properties of the active computer task; and 

the assigned weight is tunable based on the properties of the active computer task. 

Claim 33 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 32, wherein the properties 
of the active computer task include at least one of application software being 
employed to perform the active computer task, a type of the active computer task, a 
genre of the active computer task, attributes related to a user manipulating the active 
task, properties of an information source on which a search will be conducted, and a 
state of the active computer task. 

Claim 34 (Previously Presented): The machine-readable medium of claim 9, 
wherein: 

the instructions upon execution by a data processing system cause the data 
processing system to determine properties of the active computer task; and 
the assigned weight is tunable based on the properties of the active task. 

Claim 35 (Previously Presented): The machine-readable medium of claim 34, 
wherein the properties of the active task include at least one of application software 
being employed to perform the active computer task, a type of the active computer 
task, a genre of the active computer task, attributes related to a user manipulating 
the active computer task, properties of an information source on which a search will 
be conducted, and a state of the active task. 
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Claim 36. (New) The method of claim 9, wherein the at least one stylistic attribute 
includes at least one of font style, line height, font size and associated hyperlink. 

Claim 37. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one style attribute 
includes at least one of a list element, a heading, a table heading, a table cell, a 
navigation bar, a menu, a header, and a footer. 

Claim 38. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one style attribute 
includes a size of a bounding rectangle. 

Claim 39. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein assigning the weight is based on at 
least one of a document genre, a document type, and a document subject matter. 

Claim 40. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein assigning the weight is based on at 
least one of a genre of the active computer task, a type of the active computer task, 
and a subject matter of the active computer task. 

Claim 41 . (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein assigning the weight is based on a 
user's role in an organization. 

Claim 42. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein assigning the weight is based on 
a location of a document associated with the active computer task, the location 
being determined by at least one of an associated URL, a file name, a directory 
name, and a string indicative of file location. 

Claim 43. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein the at least one style attribute 
includes at least one of a list element, a heading, a table heading, a table cell, a 
navigation bar, a menu, a header, and a footer. 

Claim 44. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein the at least one style attribute 
includes a size of a bounding rectangle. 
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Claim 45. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein assigning the weight is based on at 
least one of a document genre, a document type, and a document subject matter. 

Claim 46. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein assigning the weight is based on at 
least one of a genre of the active computer task, a type of the active computer task, 
and a subject matter of the active computer task. 

Claim 47. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein assigning the weight is based on a 
user's role in an organization. 

Claim 48. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein assigning the weight is based on a 
location of a document associated with the active computer task, the location being 
determined by at least one of an associated URL, a file name, a directory name, and 
a string indicative of file location. 

Claim 49. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein the at least one 
style attribute includes at least one of a list element, a heading, a table heading, a 
table cell, a navigation bar, a menu, a header, and a footer 

Claim 50. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein the at least one 
style attribute includes a size of a bounding rectangle. 

Claim 51. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on at least one of a document genre, a document type, and a 
document subject matter. 

Claim 52. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on at least one of a genre of the active computer task, a type of the 
active computer task, and a subject matter of the active computer task. 

Claim 53. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on a user's role in an organization. 
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Claim 54. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 9, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on a location of a document associated with the active computer 
task, the location being determined by at least one of an associated URL, a file 
name, a directory name, and a string indicative of file location. 

Claim 55. (New) An adaptive method for obtaining representative text items from a 
plurality of text items in an active computer task, the method comprising: 

receiving information indicative of the active computer task, the information 
including the plurality of text items and at least one field attribute associated with at 
least one text item in the plurality of text items; 

computing a statistical value indicative of a number of occurrences of the at least 
one field attribute in the active computer task; 

for each of the plurality of text items, assigning a weight based on the statistical 
value and the at least one field attribute; 

ranking the plurality of text items based on the weight assigned to each of the 
plurality of text items; and 

generating the representative text items based on a result of the ranking step; 

wherein the active computer task is a task other than entering search terms for 
the purpose of retrieving information. 

Claim 56. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes at least one of an email sender field, an email recipient field, a signature 
field, and a salutation field. 

Claim 57. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes a web page address field. 

Claim 58. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes at least one of a document template, a header, a footer, a page number, a 
title, an author, a byline, and a date published. 
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Claim 59. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes a product name. 

Claim 60. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein assigning the weight is based on 
at least one of a document genre, a document type, and a document subject matter. 

Claim 61 . (New) The method of claim 55, wherein assigning the weight is based on 
at least one of a genre of the active computer task, a type of the active computer 
task, and a subject matter of the active computer task. 

Claim 62. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein assigning the weight is based on 
a user's role in an organization. 

Claim 63. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein assigning the weight is based on 
a location of a document associated with the active computer task, the location 
being determined by at least one of an associated URL, a file name, a directory 
name, and a string indicative of file location. 

Claim 64. (New) A data processing system for obtaining representative text items 
from a plurality of text items in an active computer task, the system comprising: 

a data processor for processing data; 

a data storage device for storing instructions; and 

a data transmission path coupled to the data processor and the data storage 
device; 

wherein the instructions, when executed by the data processor, controls the data 
processing system to perform the machine-implemented steps of: 

receiving information indicative of the active computer task, the 
information including the plurality of text items and at least one field attribute 
associated with at least one text item in the plurality of text items; 

computing a statistical value indicative of a number of occurrences of the 
at least one field attribute in the active computer task; 
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for each of the plurality of text items, assigning a weight based on the 
statistical value and the at least one field attribute; 

ranking the plurality of text items based on the weight assigned to each of 
the plurality of text items; and 

generating the representative text items based on a result of the ranking 

step; 

wherein the active computer task is a task other than entering search 
terms for the purpose of retrieving information. 

Claim 65. (New) The system of claim 64, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes at least one of an email sender field, an email recipient field, a signature 
field, and a salutation field. 

Claim 66. (New) The system of claim 64, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes a web page address field. 

Claim 67. (New) The system of claim 64, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes at least one of a document template, a header, a footer, a page number, a 
title, an author, a byline, and a date published. 

Claim 68. (New) The system of claim 64, wherein the at least one field attribute 
includes a product name. 

Claim 69. (New) The system of claim 64, wherein assigning the weight is based on 
at least one of a document genre, a document type, and a document subject matter. 

Claim 70. (New) The system of claim 64, wherein assigning the weight is based on 
at least one of a genre of the active computer task, a type of the active computer 
task, and a subject matter of the active computer task. 

Claim 71 . (New) The system of claim 64, wherein assigning the weight is based on a 
user's role in an organization. 
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Claim 72. (new) The system of claim 64, wherein assigning the weight is based on a 
location of a document associated with the active computer task, the location being 
determined by at least one of an associated URL, a file name, a directory name, and 
a string indicative of file location. 

Claim 73. (New) A machine-readable medium bearing instructions for obtaining 
representative text items from a plurality of text items in an active computer task, the 
instructions upon execution by a data processing system causing the data 
processing system to perform the steps of: 

receiving information indicative of the active computer task, the 
information including the plurality of text items and at least one field attribute 
associated with at least one text item in the plurality of text items; 

computing a statistical value indicative of a number of occurrences of the 
at least one field attribute in the active computer task; 

for each of the plurality of text items, assigning a weight based on the 
statistical value and the at least one field attribute; 

ranking the plurality of text items based on the weight assigned to each of 
the plurality of text items; and 

generating the representative text items based on a result of the ranking 

step; 

wherein the active computer task is a task other than entering search 
terms for the purpose of retrieving information. 

Claim 74. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 73, wherein the at least 
one field attribute includes at least one of an email sender field, an email recipient 
field, a signature field, and a salutation field. 

Claim 75. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 73, wherein the at least 
one field attribute includes a web page address field. 
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Claim 76. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 73, wherein the at least 
one field attribute includes at least one of a document template, a header, a footer, a 
page number, a title, an author, a byline, and a date published. 

Claim 77. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 73, wherein the at least 
one field attribute includes a product name. 

Claim 78. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 72, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on at least one of a document genre, a document type, and a 
document subject matter. 

Claim 79. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 73, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on at least one of a genre of the active computer task, a type of the 
active computer task, and a subject matter of the active computer task. 

Claim 80. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 73, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on a user's role in an organization. 

Claim 81. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 73, wherein assigning the 
weight is based on a location of a document associated with the active computer 
task, the location being determined by at least one of an associated URL, a file 
name, a directory name, and a string indicative of file location. 
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